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Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Vaccine*

HANDLE VACCINES PROPERLY
Vaccines need to be handled properly to help maintain the product’s effectiveness and safety when given to pigs.
Follow these tips to handle and use vaccines properly.

1. IN THE REFRIGERATOR
45˚
35˚

Vaccines can lose their effectiveness and become unsafe if
they are not kept at the right temperature. Store vaccines in a
refrigerator with a thermometer to monitor temperature stability.
For most products, the refrigerator temperature should be
between 35° and 45°F.

Store only vaccines and medicines in that refrigerator.
No food or beverages allowed.
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Vaccines should be stored in the center of the refrigerator, not in
the door or on the bottom. Don’t pack the vials tightly together;
give them some space.

Place vials in order of their expiration date. The vial that expires
first should be in the front.

Make sure the refrigerator seals tightly. In case of a power
outage, keep the door closed to maintain the temperature.

Routinely clean the refrigerator, at least once per month. Keep a
record of the cleaning schedule.

2. BEFORE YOU VACCINATE
Before vaccinating any pigs, review their current health status.
Only vaccinate healthy pigs. Discuss vaccination protocols for
sick pigs with the herd veterinarian.
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Calculate the necessary doses needed to make sure you have
the correct amount of the vaccine and the correct vial size.

Review the vial to ensure it has not been tampered with, is
not broken, has not changed colors and has not passed the
expiration date. Do not use if any of these have happened.
Verify that the product has been kept at the correct temperature
so it is not frozen or too warm. Ideally, ready-to-use (killed)
vaccines should be room temperature when ready to use.
Modified-live virus vaccines should be administered immediately
after reconstitution

3. IN THE PEN
Be careful not to contaminate the remaining doses in the vial
in between administrations.

Gently shake the vial between administrations.

Use the correct needle for the correct size of the pig. These recommendations were
adapted from PQA Plus guidelines.
Pig size

Needle size

Pre-weaned piglets

20 x ½"

Weaned piglets 12 to 30 lb.

18 x ⅝"

Pigs 30 to 80 lb.

16 x ¾"

Finisher pigs

16 x 1"

Breeding stock

16 x 1 ½"

Use sterile or thoroughly cleaned needles to avoid transmitting disease between
animals or pens. Change needles often to help reduce the risk of unnecessary
injuries. The recommended pigs-per-needle guidelines should be reviewed with
the herd veterinarian. These guidelines may change when trying to control
infectious diseases, such as PRRS.
Pig age or size

Needle use

Pre-weaned piglets

Use a new needle for each litter.

Nursery, growing pigs and finishing pigs

Use a new needle for every 25 to 30 pigs.

Breeding stock

Use a new needle for every 10 pigs.

4. MINIMIZE ANIMAL STRESS
Reduce other stress factors on the day of vaccination, such as
multiple pen movements, excessive handling or transportation.

Use proper technique to administer the vaccine in the correct
area of the pig’s neck. Vaccines should be injected in the muscle
of the upper neck. Position the needle and syringe perpendicular
to the neck.

5. SAFETY FIRST FOR YOU AND THE PIGS
If you accidentally inject yourself or another caregiver,
thoroughly wash the wound with water, contact your doctor
for additional care and report the accident to your manager
and Zoetis.

Mix the vaccine by gently shaking the vial.

Keep the vaccine out of direct sunlight during preparation
and administration.

Never inject air into the vial or leave needles in the cap.
Use a new, sterile needle to remove vaccine from a bottle
to help minimize contamination.

If you notice any pigs having any adverse reactions to the
vaccine, such as swelling, weakness or shock, contact your
veterinarian and Zoetis.

Zoetis is here to help if you have any questions. Contact your local
Zoetis representative or call 1-888-ZOETIS-1 (1-888-963-8471).
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