Leptospirosis is a ———— @
threat in all 50 US VANGUARD
States!

Leptospirosis is a bacteria that can

be transmitted from many wildlife GET THE

(including squirrels, rabbits,

rodents, raccoons, deer, horses, All dogs should receive FACTS ABOUT
4-serovar leptospirosis
LEPTOSPIROSIS

and pigs) and other dogs via
environmental contamination (ie,
yards, puddles, sidewalks, parks,
lakes, etc).™

vaccination as part of their core
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Bacteria is
found in
environment

Leptospira bacteria are
spread through the urine of
infected dogs and wild
animals.

Your dog can become infected by
drinking, swimming in or walking
through contaminated environments
including sidewalks, yards, and standing
water. Leptospira bacteria can enter the
bloodstream through a cut in the skin
or through mucous membranes (such as
eyes, nose or mouth).

Leptospira can
survive for long
periods of time
in water and
wet soil.

From rural to
urban, every dog
is vulnerable.

Risks for dogs
and your family

Apparently healthy but infected
dogs can transmit lepto to
other dogs and humans.
Common risk factors include:®

¢ Being outdoors

¢ Contact with infected animal urine on
ground, sidewalks, or other areas

¢ Drinking from natural water sources
¢ Direct contact with infected animals

Prevention
is preferred

Infected dogs may show
vague or no symptoms,

including:

* Fever * Jaundice

e Loss of ¢ Dehydration
appetite + Weakness

* Vomiting « Depression

e Diarrhea ¢ Lethargy

Treatment for leptospirosis can be
costly and extensive, and range from
antibiotics or oxygen support to
plasma transfusions and dialysis. Dogs
treated too late, or left undiagnosed,
can experience permanent kidney
damage or death.>7




